	Category:
	Ball Pythons

	Sexing and Characteristics:
	Only someone experienced with probing should attempt this. External features are not reliable. Probing is dangerous in the wrong hands. Do not attempt this at home. 
There are bubba-meisters about sexing ball pythons without probing.  These are not reliable and are strictly for entertainment purposes: 
If the python has a narrow, long tail, it’s a female. 
If its tail is stubby and fat, it’s a male. 
Right behind the head on the back of the neck if you see what looks like a long Twinkie, it’s a female.

	Mostly Active During:
	Night

	Substrate and Water Needs:
	Paper towels, newspaper. Stay away from pine, cedar and sand. 

	Lighting and UVB:
	Enough light to make heat.  No special UV lighting required. 

	Temperatures and Humidity:
	85°F day and 80°F at night.  A basking site 90°F is good.  Humidity should be fairly high.  Mist often.

	Heating and Equipment:
	Under glass heating pad.  High watt bulbs.  Heating elements.

	Caging:
	The diameter of the enclosure should be about twice the total length of the snake.  In other words, if the snake is 3 feet long the enclosure can be 1½ x 1½ x 1½ x 1½, theoretically. 

	Diet:
	Carnivorous 

	Description of Diet:
	Rats, mice.  Try to get them eating rats as soon as possible.  If they refuse to eat for weeks at a time try to rub the rat on a hamster to get the hamster smell on the rat.  They seem to like hamsters (but hamsters are way too expensive to feed to ball pythons on a regular basis!)  The food should create a tiny bulge in the snake for the proper size of the prey item.   Watch how often they poop and shed and feed after that.

	Maintenance:
	Clean water and paper towels whenever they are dirty.


